
Front Garden Awards 2026



According to the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS)

What are the three most popular 

garden flowers in the UK in 

2026?



Roses  -
particularly the 
Gertrude Jekyll 
shrub which is 
the most 
popular flower 
in British 
gardens



ÔGeraniums- e.g.

Rozanne named 

Chelseaôs Show 

Plant of the 

Centenary in 

2013



Hydrangeas-

are still very 

popular due to 

their hardiness 

and rich 

colours



Also popular ï

Salvias,

Sweet Peas 



And Alliums

But will this 

change?



Possibly ïthe shift will be 

to more drought tolerant 

species, single flower 

dahlias and violas and 

primroses.

Roses will still be popular. 

Persica roses are becoming 

more sought after as they can 

survive dry spells.

Single flower Dahlias are 

valued for pollinating insects. 

Violas and Primroses are 

driven by nostalgia and 

extended growing periods. 



Persica Roses
Heat tolerant 

Disease resistant 

A native of Afghanistan

Have a distinctive colouróblotchô  at the  

centre



Other predictions

Ô Tabletop veg e.g. chillies, compact 

aubergines, herbs, hanging baskets 

cucumbers etc. 

Ô Indoor plants being taken outside 

e.g. spider plants, Tradescantia, 

Lantana etc

Ô Foraging gardens ïborage, 

dandelions, mint, cowslips etc



Tradescantia & 

Lantana



Cowslip &  Borage



So, is this what 

we found in the  

Front Garden 

Awards (FGA) 

this year? 

Letôs see!



Visual Appeal:

-A ópleasing gardenô which promotes a 

sense of wellbeing

-A strong impact, with a variety of plants, 

shrubs, flowers, trees

-A well-tended, healthy garden

Design:

-Creative use of available space

Consideration for the Environment and 

Sustainability: 

-Provision of a habitat to attract pollinators, 

support wildlife and encourage biodiversity

-Inclusion of drought resistant planting e.g. 

Achillea, Lavender, Mexican Fleabane, 

Salvia etc

-Green roof on shed or similar examples 

(e.g. paving slabs lifted), to absorb water 

run-off

- Water butt to capture rainfall for dry 

periods

Criteria used for Front Garden Awards 2026



Two awards ï

Delightful (100 awards & 

Outstanding (18 awards)



Delightful in 

Lavenham and 

Heythorp



Delightful in Pirbright & 

Brookwood



Delightful in Merton 

& Elsenham



Delightful in 

Elborough & 

Hanford Close



Delightful in

Clonmore & 

Engadine


